
K-B Milestones

Forty years ago, in 1968, Kelso-Burnett’s 

own Joe Madden successfully built his own

computerized estimating system. Just one 

year later, his design was patented.
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100 Years of Evolution, and Counting!

Several years ago, GM ran an ad stating, “This is not your father’s

Oldsmobile.” As we approach our 100-year anniversary, I couldn’t help but

think about how applicable this sentiment is to Kelso-Burnett, as well.

Like most successful companies, Kelso-Burnett has evolved greatly over 

the years to keep pace with emerging technology, as well as with the growing 

needs of our customers. For example, in 1989, Kelso-Burnett created a

Communications branch in response to the rising demand for premise wiring 

in the downtown Chicago tenant market. We’ve also added divisions dedicated

to wireless technology, fiber ring installations and central office installs for

major telecom companies. 

In 1995, to further our growth, Kelso-Burnett acquired Contech, a fire alarm

and security company now responsible for the testing and maintenance of over

400 Chicago-area buildings. We also own ETTI, a company formed in 2001

that is dedicated to high-voltage testing, acceptance testing and locating.

Overall, it’s clear to see that Kelso-Burnett has grown a great deal since its

inception in 1908. And while we remain committed to providing superior

workmanship, value and service, we now offer a wide range of services 

in addition to the traditional distribution of electrical power from utilities to 

the end user. 

As you know, change does not just happen overnight. Rather, our expanded

service offerings have stemmed from our underlying commitment to constantly

develop and improve in order to best serve our customers—a commitment we

look forward to taking with us into our next 100 years.

—Brad Weir, President

The past 100 years have brought many important industry
advancements. Here’s the Kelso-Burnett team in April of 1924,
before hard hats were even considered the standard!



Since 1904, Ravinia has been drawing in music enthusiasts from

around the world for concerts featuring some of the most highly

regarded musical acts of today. The 3,200-seat, covered pavilion

is the summer home of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and

also hosts legendary jazz, pop, folk, blues and country artists

from around the globe. 

If you’ve ever spent a day at Ravinia, however, you know there

is much more to enjoy than just the music. In fact, many visitors

show up long before the concerts to converse with old friends,

have a picnic in the lawn or enjoy the fine dining at one of

Ravinia’s popular on-site restaurants.

To accommodate such guests, Ravinia recently decided to

upgrade its dining options, removing their old food service

building at the end of the 2006 season and replacing it with a

new state-of the-art dining pavilion. The new building has all the

amenities, including two full-size commercial kitchens, a first-

floor dining area, a first-floor café, a second-floor bar and dining

area, and a second-floor banquet area. 

When it came to the electrical construction portion of the

project, Kelso-Burnett was brought in to complete over 9,000

man-hours of work. Mark Otterson, Project Foreman, and his

team had the task of completing two electrical services, one to

serve the general power and lighting requirements of the new

building and one to serve the larger kitchen loads, elevators and

heating and HVAC equipment. 

The lighting portion of the job required a high level of expertise,

given that the building has many specialized architectural

fixtures, including a handmade chandelier that hangs in the 

two-story lobby. The structure also has low-voltage track

lighting in the café, specialty pendant fixtures in the dining

areas, mono-point low-voltage fixtures and exterior poles.

In addition to the lighting work, Kelso-Burnett also performed

work in wiring over 15 walk-in coolers and freezers. The

company also installed and wired the building’s fire alarm

system, as well as providing connections to the fire pump, three

makeup air units, four rooftop units, three elevators, the beer

distribution system and hundreds of kitchen equipment items.

Overall, the Ravinia Dining Pavilion was a 6-month project for

Kelso-Burnett, beginning in December of 2006 and concluding

at the start of June, 2007.

This summer, we hope you’ll find the time to visit Ravinia, and

while you’re there, be sure to stop in the new diving pavilion to

check out the work of Kelso-Burnett, as well as of Architect

Lohan Anderson LLC and many others. 

Happy dining!
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Ravinia Dining Pavilion—Highland Park, Illinois

Spotlight Project
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Kelso-Burnett Awards & Achievements–Congratulations to all Kelso-Burnett team members!

Brian Richmond
Brian was recently hired as a Field Technician

for ETTI at the Rolling Meadows office. 

David Chorley
David recently accepted the position of Division

Manager at the Loop office. 

Ryan Teumer
Ryan was recently named Field 

Superintendent of Advanced Technologies 

at the Loop office.

Jim Voss
Jim, Division Manager at the Lake County

branch, and his wife, Kristen, welcomed their

first child, Daniel Edwin, on April 26th. 

Sarah Kuehn
Sarah, of the Rolling Meadows office, will be

receiving her associates degree this summer.

Around Chicago

This regular feature showcases unique entertainment and
exciting things to do in the Chicago area.

Taste of Chicago

As the second largest tourist attraction in Illinois, the Taste of

Chicago has truly become a summertime tradition for the city. This

10-day, free-admission festival offers visitors the unique opportunity

to sample cuisine from over 70 local restaurants located throughout

the Chicagoland area. This year’s Taste will run from June 29 to

July 8 in Chicago’s Grant Park, and, as always, will feature a wide

variety of activities, entertainment and live music that are sure to

please kids and adults of all ages. 

Venetian Night

Looking for a memorable night in Chicago that won’t break the

bank? Just head down to Monroe Harbor on July 28th for the 50th

Annual Venetian Night! The evening, free for all to enjoy, will kick

off at 8:30 pm with a lighted boat parade centered on this year’s

theme, “Chicago’s Finest Moments,” to be followed directly by a

music-syncronized fireworks display over Lake Michigan.



K-B’s Summer Concert Pick: Jimmy Buffett

Rocio Exparaza
Rocio recently joined the CAD department at the

Rolling Meadows office.

Nancy Jasso
Nancy, Receptionist at the Loop office, and her

husband, Luis, just welcomed their third child,

Gael Andy, on June 4th.

Phil Wise
Phil recently joined the Central Estimating

department at the Rolling Meadows office.

Tammy Cedar
Tammy was recently hired by Contech to fill in 

for Marian Sulimowski while she is on 

maternity leave.

Ron Roeder
Ron, Branch Manager of Advanced Technologies 

at the Loop office, and his wife, Emily, welcomed

their second daughter, Tatum Carolyn, on May 28th.

Every so often, an event unfolds that inspires us to find the joys

in life that we miss from our youth. With all the stress that

comes from our personal lives, we all need to find moments to

help us overlook what is occurring in reality. Instead of wiping

out your bank account to escape stress, a Jimmy Buffett concert

is a wonderful alternative at a reasonable price.

Almost every summer, Jimmy Buffett tours the Midwest

performing for his loyal fans. Every one of us has his or her 

own taste in music, but countless people from a long list of

generations are able to connect to Buffett’s style. His Caribbean

sound helps many to escape their problems and gives off a

vacation-type feel, even in the Midwest. Maybe this genre does

not capture your taste, but a Jimmy Buffett concert creates

memories that will last a lifetime.

The summer of 2005 was my first “Buffett experience,”

at Alpine Valley in Wisconsin. I still recall entering Alpine Valley

and how euphoric a moment it was. Possibly the most intriguing

aspect of a Buffett concert is the diversity of the crowd.

Regardless of personal background, every aspect of hatred

disappears when you attend a Buffett concert. It is the only place

where you form a community with complete strangers. 

As a result of my experience, the sensation I received from the

atmosphere was unlike anything I’ve ever witnessed.  

As another summer unfolds, take a little time to revive yourself

from daily constraints by attending a Jimmy Buffett concert. 

He will be playing at the First Midwest Bank Amphitheatre in

Tinley Park on Saturday, July 21st. So if you are looking for

some relief, buy tickets right away, because his concerts do sell

out quickly.  

—Matt Nemshick, Kelso-Burnett



7 Questions About Bob Forss

Each member of the Kelso-Burnett staff is a dedicated and hard-working individual. But what else

do you know about us? Below are 7 questions we asked Bob Forss. Bob is our Service Manager

and oversees both the Service and the Inspection departments of Contech.

Bob started with Contech in 1985, and when Kelso-Burnett bought out the company in 1995,

Bob came along as part of the deal. At any given time, Contech generally has around 20 field

technicians working on several dozen active projects. On a daily basis, Bob is busy reviewing 

completed jobs, quoting new work and coordinating over the phone with customers. He also tries to visit all 

job sites at least once a week.

What one thing do you like most about your job? 

I enjoy the wide variety of jobs that we do at Contech. 
It’s never boring.

How do you like to spend your free time lately?

Definitely with my family. My wife and I both come from 
large families, and we have eight grandchildren. That takes 
up most of our spare time.

If you could have dinner with any famous person,
who would it be?

David McCullough, author of 1776, John Adams and 
other biographies.

If you could live anywhere on earth, where would it be?

Southern Germany. I’ve visited there several times and really
enjoyed the area.

What three words would others use to describe you? 

Can’t be repeated.

If you won the lottery, what would you do? 

I’d travel and maybe go back to school.

What is your favorite line from a movie?

I can’t pick just one favorite!

Summer Electrical Safety Tips

Thunderstorms cause some of the most dangerous
electrical hazards during the summertime months.
Here are a few tips to help you stay safe during
electrical storms this summer: 

Indoor Tips:

• Avoid contact with electrical equipment or cords
during storms.

• Avoid contact with plumbing, including sinks, baths
and faucets.

Outdoor Tips:

• Stay away from trees, metal objects and water.

• Keep away from downed power lines and anything
or anyone touching them.

For more information, please visit www.electricalsafety.org.
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Chicago  • Rolling Meadows

Rockford  • Zion

__________________________

Kelso-Burnett Co. Headquarters

5200 Newport Drive

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008

__________________________

(847) 259-0720

www.kelso-burnett.com

K E L S O - B U R N E T T C O .
Electrical Construction • Voice & Data Communication • Life Safety

We are an employee-owned company that

combines advanced technologies with

superior workmanship to provide the

highest quality design, construction and

project management available in the

electrical contracting industry.

Since 1908

The safety department

at Kelso-Burnett

offers OSHA 10 

and 30-hour classes. For more information or 

to schedule a class, contact Scott Johnson at 

(847) 483-3826 or Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827.

NFPA 70E Training
Kelso-Burnett continues to train

employees and clients on the

NFPA 70E requirements. Only 

an employee who is certified as an “Electrically

Qualified Worker” may approach and work on live

systems. He or she must also utilize an Energized

Work Permit. Contact Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827

if you would like to schedule a training session.


